A note on mercury levels in the hair of Alaskan reindeer.
Reindeer, as terrestrial herbivores, generally have low levels of Hg, but monitoring Hg levels can help in understanding ecological toxicity related to a changing environment. In this study, Alaskan reindeer were analyzed for total mercury (THg) in their hair. Both free-ranging reindeer from the Seward Peninsula, Alaska and reindeer fed a pollock-based fishmeal diet were surveyed. Free ranging reindeer had mean THg levels of (55.3 ng/g; n=5). The mean MeHg level in the free ranging reindeer was 45.5 (ng/g; n=5) or 79% of the THg level. The mean level for THg in the fishmeal fed reindeer was 19 ng/g (n=10). Younger reindeer (2 years of age or less) showed lower levels (0.8 ng/g, n=2) compared to adult reindeer (30.8 ng/g, n=6).